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FLESH, CRUSHING BONE, KILLING AND MAIMING ...7HE CROWD WAS NOW AWARE, AS YOU WERE ALL ALONG,THAT 
THIS WAS THE SCENE OF DEATH... (т 





My Name IS PHINEAS T. FABLES . І AM 
PRESIDENT OF FABLES PUBLISHING COM- 
PANY, /МС. ON THE MONDAY FOLLOWING THIS 
HORRIBLE ACCIDENT, I STORMED INTO MY 
OFFICE WITH MY BRIEFCASE BULGING WITH 
EVIDENCE. I SNAPPED ON THE INTERCOM... 


MISS KAST? TELL GAINES 
AND FELDSTE/N 1 WANT ТО 
SEE THEM IN MY OFFICE... 
RIGHT THIS MINUTE, 


a 


Т WAITED IMPATIENTLY, STEWING, AS 
MY EDITORS, BILL GAINES AND AL 
FELDSTEIN, INSTRUCTED THEIR SECRE-| 
TARY TO GET THE ENTIRE Е.С. STAFF 
TOGETHER FOR THE MEETING I'D 
REQUESTED... 

+ THAT'S RIGHT, 

NANCY... MR 

FABLES HAS AN 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

TO MAKE. GET IN 

TOUCH WITH 'EM, 


THEY WERE LIKE TWO BABES IN THE WOODS. WELL, THEY 
DIDN'T FOOL AE WITH THEIR INNOCENCE. WOT ANY MORE. 
WHAT 48007 IT? I'LL TELL YOU 


WHAT ABOUT IT! IT HAPPENED / 
THAT'S WHAT! AND YOU GUYS 


YES,L WANTED ТО SEE YOU! S/T 
DOWN, BOTH OF YOU. вит FIRST, 
ORDER ALL OF THE ARTISTS TO BE 

МЕРЕ. ТАТЕ THIS AFTERNOON f X 
HAVE A STATEMENT ТО МАКЕ! 


THEY SHOT A GLANCE AT EACH 
OTHER. THEY SHRUGGED, THEY MADE 
BELIEVE THEY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT 


І WAS TALKING ABOUT, I BLURTED 
ІТ ойт... 


I'M TALKING ABOUT 
53% THAT PLANE CRASH 
ANGRYS2 DM NEW YEARS EVE... IN 
FURIOUS. WHAT 
IN BLAZES ARE 
YOU TWO TRYING 


АМЕН? YOU KNEW 
LOT OF THINGS. 700 MANY 
THINGS. HERE! HERE ІМ 
WEIRD SCIENCE МО. 1.7 
THIS KAMEN STORY! 
‘EXPERIMENT... IN 
DEATH... 


THAT'S THE STORY 

ABOUT THE ФС/ЕМ- 
TISTS THAT 
EXPERIMENT IN 

BRINGING PEOPLE A4GK 





| 


EXACTLY. AND THEY MY POINT , MR. 
FOUND THAT WHEN A GAINES, IS THAT 
PERSON WAS /W THE 

DEATH-STATE, HIS OR 50 AFTER 


1'44 TELL YOU WHAT IT SAYS, MR. 
FELDSTEIN. IT SAYS THAT THEY 
REVIVED A MAN AFTER HE'D BEEN 
DEAD FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES, AND 


THIS STORY WAS k THEY FOUND HIM А RAVING 
MANIAC, YOU PREDICTED ІТ! Д 


THAT WHEN HE WAS PUBLISHED, THIS 
REV/VED, HE BECAME x NEWSPAPER ITEM 
A RAVING MANIAC. 


THEY GRINNED. THEY SCOFFED. THEY WAVED IT OFF. 
THEY WERE SHREWD, THESE TWO. WELL, Г WAS 
SHREWDER. 


OH, REALLY, MR. FACTOS THEN EXPLAIN THIS... 
FABLES! THIS WAS THE COVER OF WEIRD SCIENCE 
NO PREDICTION” М0. 2. ІТ SHOWS A GROUP OF 
THIS WAS OBVIOUS] REPORTERS INTERVIEWING AN 
THIS WAS AIR FORCE OFFICER ON THE 
SCIENTIFIC STEPS OF A BUILDING IN 
WASHINGTON, D. 


THERE WERE NO OTHER AIRCRAFT 

IN THE SKY AT THE TIME, YOU 42 

PREDICTED FLYING SAUCERS 
OVER WASHINGTON... 


„АМО IN THE BACKGROUND, | WELL WHAT'S 
THREE FLYING SAUCERS WRONG WITH THAT? 
ARE STREAKING OVER THEY 2/2 DENY THE 
THE CAPITOL BUILDING. SAUCERS EXISTED, “ 
THE OFFICER IS SAYING,‘ THE DIDN'T THEY ?WHAT 
AIR FORCE FLATLY DENIES DID WE 00? 

THE EXISTENCE OF THE 


COINCIDENCE, 15 IT? ALL RIGHT. HERES 
THIS STORY! IN WEIRD SCIENCE WQ /0. 
IT'S CALLED ‘TRANSFORMATION COMPLETED! 
YOU WROTE (T. WOOD DREW IT. IT'S 
ABOUT A SCIENTIST WHO CHANGES THE 

SEX OF HIS DAUGHTER'S BOY FRIEND... 
MAKES ///А/ INTO А G/RL WITH SEX 
HORMONES...TO GET RID OF НІМ. 





AND YOU FOLLOWED 7HA7 UP WITH 
‘THERE'LL BE SOME CHANGES 
MADE,’ IN WEIRD SCIENCE NO. 14, 


WHERE YOU SPOKE OF SEX CHANGES... 


HERMAPHRODITISM... MALE TO 
FEMALES YOU PREDICTED THAT 
1952 /NC/DENT IN SWEDEN WHERE 
AN AMERICAN ©. /. WAS CHANGED 
INTO A GIRL USING SEX 
HORMONES BECAUSE HE HAD 
HERMAPHRODITIC CHARACTER- 
(STICS... 


IN WE/RD FANTASY МО. /0, Е.С. 
PUBLISHED A STORY CALLED ‘THE 
MUTANTS.! 1Т WAS WRITTEN 
BY YOU IN JUNE OF 1951. THE 
SPLASH PANEL SHOWS AN EXPLO- 
SION OF A HYDROGEN BOMB . 
LISTEN. I'LL READ THE CAPTION... 
\ENIWETOK ...JULY...1952L" 
YOU WERE ONLY THREE MONTHS 
WRONG! THREE SHORT 
MONTHS! 


а 


АТ THE TIME THAT YOU WROTE 
THIS, THE HYDROGEN BOMB WAS A 
GUARDED SECRET BUT YOU 
PREDICTED ITS DETONATION. 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT THE 


YOU PREDICTED A 407 OF THINGS 

IN THIS STORY. WW WEIRD SCIENCE 

NO. 16, IN ‘DOWN TO EARTH'S 

FIRST, YOU PREDICTED A GREAT 

MANY AIR CRASHES N LATE 52 

AND EARLY 53... AND THEY 
HAPPENED! 


YOU SAID THERE'D ВЕ SO WAWY ARMY AIR FORCE 
CRASHES, P/LOTS WOULD REFUSE ТО FL 
ENLISTMENTS FOR PILOT-TRAINING МО! 

FALL OFF, YOU SAID WE'D 6/ИЕ UP FLYING. 
WELL, IT HASN'T GOME ТО THAT BUT THESE 
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT MANY 
PILOTS HAVE REFUSED ТО FLY..ENLISTMENTS 

ARE FALLING OFF... WASHOUTS IN PILOT-TRAINING 


SAID WE 
PREDICTED 


THAT |N 
А STORY? 


AND IN TH/S VERY STORY, YOU 
PREDICTED THAT AN ARMY 


1952. AND ІТ HAPPENED EXACTLY 

AS YOU DESCRIBED IT. THE SAME 

LOCATION, THE SAME NUMBER 

OF DEATHS .ONLY THE DATE WAS 

WRONG. A YEAR OFF, BUT THE 
FACTS ARE THERE 


SIR, WE DON'T 
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 
BOMBER WOULD CRASH IN TIMES \ DRIVING AT? 
SQUARE ON NEW YEARS EVE OF | FRANKLY, WE 


ARE INCREASING... 


FAIL TO SEE 
YOUR POINT! 
WE WRITE 
FICTIONS 
FANTASY 
FICTIONS 


WHAT AM І DRIVING АТ? TLL 
TELL You! I WANT YOU TO 
SIGN THESE. THEY'RE 
LOYALTY OATHS. THERE'S 
SOMETHING SUBVERSIVE 
ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE DOING, 
AND L WON'T STAND 


MR. FABLES. JUST 
BECAUSE WE WRITE 
AFEW FANTASY 
STORIES THAT SEEM 
TO PREDICT ACTUAL 
EVENTS DOESN'T MEAN 
WE'RE SUBVERSIVE! 
was JULES VERNE 
SUBVERSIVE WHEN 
HE PREDICTED THE 
SUBMARINE? 





JULES VERNE DIDN'T TRY IT WAS ONLY A STORY,\AND YOU JUST THAT'S THE ONE ABOUT THE 
TO SCARE THE PANTS OFF MR. FABLES. A FANTASY \ MADE UP REPORTER, AL! THE ONE THAT 
PEOPLE BY тн THEM WE GOT THE IDEA THAT,” THE IDEA FOR TRIES TO EXPOSE A HOODED 

TO STOP FLYING OR THE WERE GANG ...АМО THE GANG TAKES 
FLYING SAUCERS WOULD cea СА Еле, САВЕ ОҒ НІМ... 

KNOCK THEIR PLANES THATS ALLS WE 

OUT OF THE SKY... MADE IT UPS 


YES. WELL, HERE'S A WEWSPAPER I STOPPED SHOUTING FOR A MOMENT. I LISTENED. 
CLIPPING ONE OF YOUR OWN READERS IT WAS DARK OUTSIDE MY OFFICE WINDOW, IT HAD 
SENT YOU. I FOUND IT IN THE FILES. IT'S GROWN QUITE LATE. LHEARD А STRANGE HUMMING... 
FROM А MEW ORLEANS NEWSPAPER, AND DON'T TRY то Y TS А FLYING Y T's LANDING 
IT'S DATED LATE NOVEMBER 52. UNDER- CHANGE THE SAUCER... ON THE 
COVER’ WAS WRITTEN IN JUNE "52. THE SUBJECT. NOW, ./ BUILDING 
HEADLINE SAYS ‘HOODED МЕМ TERRORIZE "ARE YOU GOING P 
YANKEE NEWSMAN”...ORDER НІМ ТО ‘GET то SIGN THESE 

OUT OF TOWN... a 





1 RUSHED To THE WINDOW. I LOOKED OUT AT THE 

DARKENED CITY. I COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EYES. OVER 

OUR BUILDING AT 225 LAFAYETTE ЗТНЕЕТ,А CIRCULAR 

GLEAMING SHAPE HOVERED... SPINNING... THIS IS SOME IFIT'SA 646, 


0 ,мТ ‘OUD BETTER SORT OF JOKE. MR. FABLES, IT'S 
OR FLYING 2 WIDE, MR. SOME TRICK... / GOING TO K/LL 


SAUCER” 





THEY SLAMMED THE DOOR IN МҮ 
FACE. I HEARD THEM MOVING 
AROUND OUTSIDE, CALLING TO THE 
OTHER STAFF-MEMBERS -THE ARTISTS, 
THE SECRETARIES... 
EVERYBODY 
SET...? 


HINGES... 


WHAT AS ІТ? 
WHAT DO YOU 
WANT WITH US? 4 


Му BLOOD FROZE. Е.с:5 EW7/RE STAFF WAS OUT 
THERE. ALL OF THE ARTISTS... THE LETTERERS... THE 
SECRETARIES..THE ASSISTANT EDITORS... THE EDITORS... 


WHAT HAVE I 
DONE... 


I PEERED OUT OF THE CLOSET 

KEYHOLE. SUDDENLY, I HEARD A 
HISSING SOUND. THE FRONT DOOR 
OF THE OFFICE MELTED OFF ITS 


WE... HAVE...COME...T0... DESTROY... 
YOU’... YOUR... STORIES... HAVE 


BECOME... HARMFUL ..10... USL. 


AND THEN I HEARD THE LETHAL CHATTER OF THE 

ALIENS’ WEAPONS, AND THE SCREAMS AND SHRIEKS OF 

THE DYING STAFF... — 
=== пате 





T СОМЕВЕО LIKE A FRIGHTENED Ано THEN 1 CAME OUT. I CAME OUT, AND FELT MY STOMACH HEAVE... 
CHILD, CRYING MY EYES OUT,INTHAT МҮ KNEES BUCKLE. IT WAS HORRIBLE. BROKEN TWISTED BODIES 
| CLOSET. I HEARD THE ALIENS SPRAWLED AWKWARDLY AROUND THE OFFICE. FRIGHTENED FACES WITH 
| LEAVE...HEARD THE SAUCER HUM DEAD EYES STARING. THE WHOLE Е.С. STAFF... W/PED OUT... 


| AWAY INTO THE NIGHT... GAINES...SOB... FELDSTEIN... SOB... WOOD... ORLANDO... 


E ZATION І FELL ТО MY KNEES AMONG THEIR TORN AND PAIN- 
IPON МЕ... CONTORTED BODIES... 
он, LORDS І CALLED THEM SUBVERSIVES! kee! THESE WERE MEN OF V/S/OW... MEN WITH 
I WANTED THEM TO SIGN A LOYALTY OATHS | /MAGINATION...FORESIGHT THEY SAW 
AND NOW THEY'RE DEAD... THE EV/LS THAT THREATENED US. THEY 
WROTE ABOUT THEM. AND J CALLED THEM 


SUBVERSIVE 7 


THEY TRIED TO WARN US, THEY TRIED 
TO ALERT US TO THE DANGERS. BUT WE 
DIDN'T LISTEN. AND NOW... 


А 4 
А PANEL IN THE WALL WAS OPENING. 





THEY STOOD BEFORE ME...THE WHOLE 5ТАҒҒ... ӨАІМЕ5, FELDSTEIN, WOODY... 


NOS YOU'RE DEADS т 
SAW THEM A/ZZ YoUf 


LONG AGO THE MART/ANS 
CONQUERED VENUS.. ENSLAVED 
THE PEOPLE... W/PED OUT ALL 
BUT A HANDFUL OF THEM... 


THEY WERE ABLE 
то CONQUER 
THEM BECAUSE 
МО _VENUS/AN 
BELIEVED 
MARTIANS EXISTED. 
THEY WERE SURPRISE! 


І тоок BILL'S HAND WARMLY... 


WELL, BY GOD, YOU GO AHEAD 
AND WRITE WHATEVER YOU 
WANT...WITH MY BLESSINGS! 
WAKE THOSE SMUG SECURE 
IDIOTS UP OUT THERE... 


THANKS , MR. 
FABLES. OKAY, 
GANG! LET'S 
CLEAN UP THE 
MESS AND SEND 
IT DOWN то 
` RECONSTRUCTION’ f 





IWE WERE PREPARED FOR THEM, MR. FABLES, WHAT 
THEY DESTROYED WERE DUPLICATES OF US... 


WHO WERE THEY WERE 
THEY? WHERE / MART/ANS, | 
DID THEY <? MR. FABLES, 
COME FROM? THEY ARE 
BENT ON 
CONQUERING 
EARTHS 


то WARN THE PEOPLE... СОН- 
VINCE THEM THAT MART/ANS: 


Т/ОМ NOW AND THEN 

HELPS MAKE OUR 4 

STORIES CREDIBLE, 
SO THEY W/LL 
BELIEVE THEM, 
EVENTUALL 


SOMETHING BOTHERED ME. I THOUGHT OF IT AS AL 


PASSED. Auer ONE THING, | IT'S SIMPLE FOR 
AL, НОМ... НОМ CAN YOU VS, P.T. WE... BILL AND 
PREDICT THINGS SO I AND THE WHOLE Е.С. 
ACCURATELY? I MEAN... É STAFF... ARE THAT 
HOW DID You AWOW HANDFUL OF VENUSITES 
ABOUT THE HYDROGEN | THAT SURVIVED 7 
BOMB... THE 

MARTIANS ? 








EORGE HILL LAY ON THE BLUE VELVET СОТ IN THE WAITING ROOM OF MAR/ONETTES, INC. HE MURMUREI 


KATHERINE, I DIDN'T WANT ТО СОМЕ HERE. YOU FORCED ME INTO IT. P 
Ou MADE МЕ DO IT. GOD, I WISH І WASW'T HERE. І WISH І COULD 
60 BACK. т DON'T WANT TO KILL YOU = Pro 


HE DREAMED НЕ WAS FORTY-ONE AGAIN,HE AND KATIE À (OTHER SCENES. QUICK CHANGES OF COLOR. GREECE, 
SITTING ОМ А GREEN HILL SOMEWHERE WITH A PICNIC ) { ITALY, SWITZERLAND, IN THAT CLEAR,LONG AUTUMN ОҒ 


LUNCH, THEIR HELICOPTER BESIDE THEM. THE WIND 1997. AND THEN...A/GH7 MARE, KATIE AND LEONARD 
BLEW KATIE'S HAIR IN GOLDEN STRANDS AND SHE WAS Ў ( PHELPS... SẸ F 
LAUGHING. 


KATIE AND LEONARD IN A GREEN PARK OUTSIDE THE 


CITY, GEORGE HIMSELF APPEARING ON A PATH IN TIME 
HEY KISSED AND HELD HANDS, NOT EATING TO SEE... 


1950, Ray Bradbury 





GEORGE HILL AWOKE, WEEPING. HE ROSE CLUMSILY. HE 
SAW HIMSELF IN THE WAITING-ROOM MIRROR , AND HE 
LOOKED ALL FIFTY OF HIS YEARS. IT HAD BEEN A 
WRETCHED ERROR. BETTER MEN THAN HE HAD TAKEN 
YOUNG WIVES ONLY TO HAVE THEM DISSOLVE AWAY 
LIKE SUGAR CRYSTALS IN WATER, HE EYED HIMSELF, 
MONSTROUSLY, A LITTLE TOO MUCH STOMACH, A LITTLE 
TOO MUCH снім... 


MR. HILL, WE'RE READ. 
H 


(THAT WE ARE 
IN МО WAY 
fa AER RESPONSIBLE \ YOU'VE KEPT THE DARK MAN HANDED HIM A 
MR. HILL, YOU 57/24 || FOR WHAT HAP- | MELONG || RELEASE... 
қ 6 PENS то You AS | ENOUGH/LET'S 


WANT ТО во THROUGH 
А RESULT OF GETON WITH 
WITH IT? YOU AVOW THISUREQUEST: 


THIS 15 /LLEGAL 





THE ROOM WAS SILENT. GEORGE FELT FOR THE GUN IN 
HIS POCKET. A LOT OF MONEY. BUT RICH MEN CAN 
AFFORD THE LUXURY OF CATHART/C MURDER. THE 
VIOLENT UNVIOLENCE. THE DEATH WITHOUT DEATH. 
THE MURDER WITHOUT MURDERING. НЕ WAS SUDDENLY 





HE WHIRLED, НЕ LET OUT HIS 
BREATH, SHE STOOD BEHIND HIM, 
SHE WAS DRESSED IN A FEATHER- 

|| зоғт GREEN GOWN, HER HAIR WAS 
BRIGHT ABOUT HER THROAT AND 
HER EYES WERE BLUE AND CLEAR... 


His УОКЕ WAS SLOW AND UNREAL. 
HIS HEART POUNDED SLUGGISHLY. 
HE MOVED FORWARD AS IF WALKING 


UNDER A DEEP PRESSURE OF WATER. 


HAVEN'T YOU 
SEEN ENOUGH 





YOU'RE... HOW ELSE COULD 
Т BE, GEORGE? 


OF ME IN ALL 
THESE YEARS? 


HE WALKED AROUND AND AROUND 
HER, TOUCHING HER. HIS EYES FILLED 
WITH TEAR! 


WHAT DID YOU 
WANT TO TALK 
TO ME ABOUT, 

GEORGE ? 





SCIENCE. BUT WE'RE NOT 

ALLOWED TO TALK OF THAT. IT 

SPOILS THE ILLUSION. COME 
TO BUSINESS... 


IT'S (NCREDIBLE. 
HOW DID THEY 


MAKE Nou? 


HE KNEW NO ANGER. IT HAD WASHED OUT OF HIM AT 
HER APPEARANCE. HE FELT CHILDISHLY DIRTY... 
YOU'RE WOT GUILTY. YOU'RE | ON THE CONTRARY/, 


МОТ. YOU'RE FRESH, YOU'RE | I AM НЕН. I CAN 
МОТ HER. SHE'S GUILTY! ACT ONLY AS SHE 
мот YOU.” YOU'RE e ACTS, NO PART ОҒ 
МЕ 15 AL/EN TO 
HER. I DID ALZ 
THOSE THINGS. T 
KISSED НМ. т. 





DIFFERENT! 





HER FINGERNAILS WERE PERFECT AS SEASHELLS. THERE 
WERE NO SEAMS, NO FLAWS. HE LOOKED UPON HER. HE 
WANTED TO KISS HER LIPS.. . 

GIVE МЕ7/МЕ. YOU WANTED TO TALK TO ME 


I'LL GET TOIT! } ABOUT LEONARD, ПОНТ YOU, 
( GEORGE? YOU KNOW I SPEND 





I'M GOING TO SEE LEONARD 
TONIGHT, GEORGE. WE'RE 
FLYING TO PAR/S IN THE 
MORNING. AND THEN ТО 
STOCKHOLM. MY LITTLE 


но! YOU GANT 
HAVE. YOU'RE 
JUST BORN. 

LOOK. ISN'T 

THERE SOME WAY? 
CAN'T Т... PAY MORE 
MONEY P TAKE YOU 
AWAY WITH МЕ? I 
DON'T WANT TO KILL 


SOMETHING BEGAN TO STIR IN HIM. HIS FACE GREW 
PALE. HE KNEW WHAT WAS HAPPENING. THE HIDDEN 
ANGER AND REVULSION AND HATRED IN HIM WAS SEND- 
ING OUT THOUGHT IMPULSES. THE MARIONETTE. THE 
INVISIBLE STRINGS. HE WAS MANIPULATING HER BODY, 
THE DELICATE TELEPATHIC WEB IN HER WONDEROUS 
HEAD WAS RECEIVING HIS DEATH THOUGHTS... 


PLUMP, ODD LITTLE MAN 
WHO ONCE WAS SO FAIR. 


a 


т LOVE Him, 
GEORGE. 7 
LOVE HIM. 








OLD, WHILE I АМ ONLY TWENTY 
SEVEN. AH, GEORGE, YOU WERE 


STOP IT, KATIE. 
FOR GOD'S 


GIVE ME TIME TO FALL 
IN LOVE AGAIN. DON'T YOU THINK 


KATIE, KATIE, 
KATIE... 








НЕ AWAKENED ТО А COOL CLOTH 
ON HIS BROW. THE DARK MAN STOOD 
OVER HIM, CLEANING THE BLOOD 
FROM HIS HANDS... 


YOU'RE UNDER ARREST, 
ма нис. ALL RIGHT, 
SMITH. GO UPSTAIRS AND 
GET THE OTHERS... 


GEORGE GOT UP. HE STARED АТ HIS 

WASHED HANDS THAT HAD BEEN 

COVERED WITH BLOOD... 

Ive GOT To LEAVE. ULL | KATIE 

GO то PARIS NOW .. START 

OVER. I'M NOT TO TRY 

TO PHONE KATIE OR 
ANYTHING , AM I? 


YES. 1 KILLED 
HER, D/DN'T І? 

6007 THE BLOODS 
IT was REALS 








IT HAD BEEN RAINING FOR TEN DAYS. IT RAINED NOW | |GEORGE HILL TURNED, LISTENING TO THE ВА 
ON THE PRISON WALLS, GEORGE HILL PUT HIS HANDS 


Ой DID ALL YOU | TEN YEARS AGO, YOU 
OUT OF THE BARRED WINDOW TO FEEL THE DROPS y ESS IT WAS WOULDN'T HAVE 
GATHER IN POOLS ON HIS TREMBLING PALMS. HIS LAW- | [MURDER, NO MATTER RECEIVED THE DEATH 
ЖЕН LOOKED UP АТЫМ. OW YOU LOOK AT IT. PENALTY. MAYBE TEN 
SHE WASN'T REAL. I IT'S THE LAW. THE /DEA WAS THERE... | YEARS FROM NOW YOU 
DIDN'T KILL HER. AND THE OTHERS ARE THE PLOT AND THE WOULON'T E/ THER. BUT 


TONIGHT, I'M TO BE SENTENCED, ТОО. THE | | PLAN. IT LACKED THE USE OF MARIONETTES 
EXECUTED. А PRESIDENT OF MARION- )| ONLY THE REAL HAS GROWN SO IN THE LAST 
SC ETTES, INC. WILL DIE АТ KATIE HERSELF. YEAR, THEY HAD TO HAVE A 
fi MIDNIGHT. HIS ASSISTANT WHIPPING BOY то SCARE 
WILL DIE AT OWE, YOU... 9 
АТ ABOUT ONE- THIRTY... 





I'M GLAD YOU UNDER-) THEY'D BE HYPOCRITES 

STAND THE ATTITUDE - TO LET ME GET AWAY WITH 

SPIRITUAL SIDE OF IT, 700... WHERE OF THE LAW, GEORGE! - MY CRIME. I'VE FELTGU/LTY 
DOES L/FE BEGIN OR END? АВЕ ] NOW. THEY 


ABOUT IT EVER SINCE, I'VE 
ROBOTS AL/VE OR DEAD? IF CAN'T LET FELT THE WEED OF PUNISH- 
THEY AREN'T ALIVE, THEY'RE THE ) MURDER BE 


MENT. ISN'T THAT ODD? 
NEXT THING TO IT. THEY REACT. Y LEGAL, EVENIF 


IT /$ DONE WITH 
MACHINES AND 


TELEPATHY AND 
WAX... A 


THAT'S HOW SOCIETY 
GETS To YOU. IT 
MAKES YOU FEEL 
GUILTY EVEN WHEN 
YOU SEE WO REASON 


WR, HILL. YOUR’ 
WIFE 15 HERE TO 





MR, HILL. SHE'S DEAD. І KILLED \MR. HILL. 


HER. І SHOT HER. І 
SAW HER FALL... 


I HEAR YOU! 7 HEAR 
YOU? SHE'S DEAD... 
SHE'S DEAD, CAN'T SHE 


GEORGE POUNDED AT THE WALL OF 
HIS CELL WITH HIS FISTS, A PAUSE. 


LET ME BE? 1 KILLED 


WILL You 


LIGHTNING FLASHED THROUGH THE SKY AND LIT HIS FACE, 
HE PRESSED HIS HOT CHEEKS TO THE COLD BARS AND 
WAITED AS THE RAIN FELL, AFTER A WHILE, A DOOR 
OPENED AND HE SAW TWO FIGURES EMERGE FROM THE 
PRISON OFFICE BELOW. THEY PASSED UNDER AN ARC 


HER. KATIE, COME BACK, TELL 
THEM, KATIE, SAY YOU'RE AZ/VE, 


HER, 1 WON'T SEE НЕН, 
SHE'S DEAD 7 


HER FACE TURNED AWAY, THE MAN TOOK HER ARM. 


THEY HURRIED AWAY IN THE BLACK RAIN... INTO A 
WAITING CAR... 


ALIVE / GUARDS GUARDS 1 SAW HER! SHE'S 


МОТ DEAD, I DIDN'T KILL HER, NOW YOU 
CAN 


THE CAR DROVE AWAY, 
KATIE AND LEONARD IN- 
SIDE... DROVE AWAY TO 
PARIS AND ATHENS AND 
LONDON NEXT SPRING 
AND VIENNA IN THE 


THROUGH ALL 
THAT; SIR... 


BACK 7 YOU CANT DO 
THIS TO NE f 


К БЫА) 
BEHIND HIM, THE GUARDS 
MOVED FORWARD TO TAKE 
HOLD OF GEORGE HILL 
WHILE HE SCREAMED, 





Bur THE NIGHTS BLEW BY AND THE DAYS CAME AND 
WENT AND NO FINGER OF FLAME APPEARED IN THE 
PLANETOIDS SKY. THE GLEAMING METAL OF MY WRECKED| 
SHIP FADED AND TURNED TO RUST, AND THE YEARS 
PASSED... 


I GUESS... L GUESS THEY'RE WEVER 
GOING TO COME FOR US, VELDA. 


] 


THE SHIP, NELDA. THE RESCUE 
SHIP? 1те FINALLY COME 7 








I тоок HER IN MY ARMS AND 1 VELDA COULDN'T SPEAK, SHE 
KISSED HER WARM MOUTH AND I HAD WEVER SPOKEN. BUT HER 
HELD HER AND І GUESS І EVEN EYES SAID ALL THERE WAS TO 
CRIED A LITTLE SAY. I TOUCHED A TORCH TO 

АБУ BABY! WERE THE SIGNAL PYRE, AND IT FLAMED |/ THE BEGINNING OF ALL THIS . 

UP WARMLY... BACK TO THE CRASH... 
їт WON'T BE LONG 
WOW, HONEY! 






FIRE, MY THOUGHTS LEAPED ТОО, 


AND AS 1 STARED INTO THE LEAP- 
ING RISING FLAMES OF THE SIGNAL 


BACK ACROSS THE YEARS, BACK TO 








) 





I'D TAKEN MY UW/ROC* ON A ROUTINE SCOUTING 


FLIGHT. TEN DAYS OUT, MY OVERDRIVE'D CONKED OUT. | м VAIN ТО REPAIR THE SMASHED MICRO-WAVE COM- 
То TRIED TO LAND ON THE PLANETOID FOR REPAIRS, 


МОМСАТОВ SO THAT I COULD RADIO IN MY LOCATION 
BUT I'D MESSED UP. I REMEMBER CRAWLING FROM 
5 МО USES THEY'LL JUST HAVE 
THE ZE BRUISED АКО SHAKEN... 7 19 А FOR BE? 


| |І REMEMBER THOSE ///057 LONELY WEEKS, TRYING 





-MAN-ROCKET—E0) 


І REMEMBER THOSE FIRST LONELY WEEKS VIVIDLY. То | THE PLANETOID WAS TEEMING WITH ALIEN CREATURES, 
SALVAGED A SMALL CYCLOTRONOMATIC% AND HAD MOST OF THEM WERE HARMLESS, SOME WERE 
PROCEEDED TO EXPLORE THE AREA AROUND MY A DANGEROUS, 1 REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME ONE OF 
SMASHED UNIROC... У, | Құн V/G/OUS ONES ATTACKED ME... 


`, 

















уз кзы OARS 209 „му CYCLO’ TORE IT ТО PIECES ,AND I THANKED 
FAST-ACTION, REPEATING HAND-CYCLOTRON-EDITORS MY LUCKY GALAXY I HAD IT... 





4 








THE FIRST THREE MONTHS ON THE PLANETOID WERE 
SHEER TORTURE FOR ME. I THOUGHT ТО GO OUT OF MY 
MIND FROM LONELINESS, I BEGAN TO WANDER FURTHER 
FROM THE SHIP... LOOKING... LOOKING FOR AWYTH/N@- 
NEW ТО OCCUPY MY TIME... wer ANOTHER Auge 


FORM OF LIFE ON THIS WHOLE 


BLASTED ROCK. NOTHING BUT BES." 
!F ONLY... WHAT WAS THAT ? 


THE SNARL OF ONE OF THE MORE VICIOUS-TYPE BEMS 
DRIFTED ACROSS THE STILL PLANETOID AIR. 1 WEL- 
COMED IT. THEY'D STEERED CLEAR OF ME AFTER ID 
WIPED OUT А FEW WITH MY CYCLO! І DASHED 
TOWARD THE SOUND... 
IT'S PROBABLY ATTACKING ONE OF \, 
THOSE HARMLESS ONES. WELL, 
111 TEACH ITA LESSON, I'LL... 

6000 LORDS 





WHAT I SAW MADE MY SPINE CRAWL. THE BEM WAS в І AIMED МҮ ‘CYCLO’ CAREFULLY. 


TOWERING OVER A BEAUT/FUL FEMO/D* ABOUT TO 
DESTROY НЕН... 


“FEMALE HUMANOID -EDITORS | 


I DIDN'T WANT ТО 
HARM THAT LUSCIOUS FEMALE CREATURE! I FIRED... 
TEARING THE BEM TO SMITHEREENS... 

= 





= > ке 
THE FEMOID LOOKED DOWN AT THE |Бне LOOKED UP AT МЕ, AND I ( ). Амо THEN SHE PUT HER ARMS 


BLASTED REMAINS OF THE MONSTER 
THAT HAD ALMOST DESTROYED HER, 
I WALKED TOWARD HER SILENTLY... 


COULD SEE THE GRATEFULNESS 


AROUND ME, AND PUT WARM HUNGRY 
LIPS AGAINST MINE... 





w— IA 
| SHE WASN'T HUMAN, EXACTLY. 
I COULD SENSE SOME 5871 Е, 

{WTANGIBLE DIFFERENCE... 
WHERE DID YOU COME 
FROM? HOW DID YOU 
GET НЕЋЕ? 


SHE LOOKED INTO MY EYES, AND 
SHE SEEMED TO UNDERSTAND 
EXACTLY WHAT I WAS SAYING... BUT 
SHE DIDN'T ANSWER ME, SHE POINTED 
UP AT THE SKY... 


THEN THIS /SW/7 YOUR 


SHE SMILED. SO DID If SHE 
WASN'T OF MY RACE, BUT WHAT DID 
IT MATTER? MY LONELINESS WAS 
ENDED. SHE WAS А FEMALE. 


HOME! YOU COME FROM 
SOMEPLACE ELSES 





WASN'T HER МАМЕ, SHE WAS MUTE. SHE COULDN'T 
SPEAK. SHE COULDN'T JELL ME HER NAME. BUT I 
CALLED WER VELDA, AND SHE SEEMED ТО Z/KE IT, 
SO THE NAME STUCK. I LED HER BACK TO THE 
CAMP ТО SET UP FROM THE WRECKAGE OF THE 
 / YOU CAN STAY HERE WITH ME IF 
You'd ZE. YOU'LL BE SAFE 


HERE. THIS CYCLO’ WILL KEEP 
US FROM HARM... 


І THANKED GOD MANY TIMES FOR VELDA, WITHOUT 
HER TO KEEP ME COMPANY OVER THOSE FOUR YEARS, Т 
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE GONE MAD/ вит 

VELDA WAS WARM AND AFFECTIONATE. SHE WAS 





THEY'LL COME FOR ME SOMEDAY, VELDA. 
AND WHEN THEY DO, I'M TAKING YOU 
BACK TO EARTH WITH ME... 





I TOLD VELDA ALL ABOUT EARTH. I TOLD HER HOW 
HAPPY SHE'D BE THERE, OF THE COMFORTS SHE'D 
ENJOY, THE FUN WE'D НАМЕ. AND SHE'D SIT АТ MY FEET, 
ОВ PUT HER CHEEK AGAINST MINE, OR KISS ME SOFTLY.. 





STREAM, VELDA. I'M GOING ТО BUILD A 
SOLAR RANCH THERE WHEN WE 














І LOVED HER. THERE WAS NO 
DOUBT, I'D NEVER LOVED BEFORE, 
BUT VELDA... WELL, SHE'D CAPTURED| 
MY HEART. MUTE VELDA... SILENT, 
BEAUTIFUL,VELDA. I STOPPED 
STARING INTO THE SIGNAL PYRE'S 


FLAMES AND TURNED TO HER... WHY, DARLING. 


SOON, DEAREST. A BE AFRAID... 


THEY CAME FROM THEIR SHIP,,OLD FRIENDS THAT ГО 

ALMOST FORGOTTEN... CARTER AND GLASS AND МР КЕМУ. 
THEY САМЕ AND THEY LOOKED AT THE RUSTING WRECK- 

AGE OF MY ROCKET, AND THEN AT OUR CAMP, AND THEY 


YOU MUST HAVE HAD IT PRETTY 
ROUGH, THESE LAST FOUR 
YEARS, FORBES. 


NOT REALLY, CARTER. 
THAD VELDA, HERE. 









AFRAID THIS HAS 
BEEN ТОО MUCH 
FOR You! 


TO BUILD US A LITTLE SOLAR 
RANCH OUTSIDE YORK PORT, AND... 






SHE NODDED. WE WATCHED, ARM 
IN ARM, AS THE FINGER OF FLAME 
GREW TO A ROARING INFERNO THAT 
BAKED THE PLANETOID'S SURFACE 
AS OUR RESCUE SHIP LET DOWN 


A OU'RE 
THEY'LL ВЕ HERE N SHIVERING. DON'T 


VELDA TREMBLED ІМ MY ARMS. I 
KISSED HER. A PORT IN THE SHIP 
OPENED AND A FIGURE APPEARED, 
ARMS WAVING... 


FORBES! You Gë 
SON OF А SPACE- 



















WE'D JUST ABOUT 
GIVEN YOU UPS 











FORBES... TAKE 


I'M TAKING HER BACK WITH ME, 
IT EASY, BOY. 


BOYS. BACK то EARTH. I'M 
THROUGH WITH ROCKETS: 
AND SPAGE-TRAVEL! NELDA 
AND I ARE GOING TO SETTLE 


THAT'S JUST /7, 
FORBES! 


WHAT 


WELL,WHAT IN BLAZES IS 
WRONG WITH WANTING TO 

SETTLE DOWN IN А UTTLE 
SOLAR RANCH WITH THE 
WOMAN YOU LOVE? 












I POINTED ТО VELDA.SHE SEEMED I STARED АТ VELDA. SHE SEEMED МО. SHE SORRY, FORBES! 
FUNNY... HAZY... TO BE FADING... CAN'T TALK! \ WE'D BETTER 607 
WHAT DO YOU \THERE's NOBODY ) [YOU'RE GRAZY 7 AND I 29 | SHE'S MUTE! 
MEAN ‘WHAT THERE, FORBES. SHE'S BEEN WITH GUESS SHE 
WOMAN”? HER > SHE'S... А ме FOR FOUR YEARS, |. EVEN 
VELDA! FIGMENT OF YOUR ) | IVE HELD HER. TALKED 
IMAGINATION? | TNE KISSED HER. AN то You! 
I'VE MADE LOVE 
TO HER... 





STRAIGHTEN YOU 
1 OUT IN МО TIMES) 








SCREAMED ... 


VELDA! COME 
BACK! I LOVE YOU! 
Pw np 


I WHIPPED OUT MY ‘CYCLO’. I WASN'T GOING AWYPLACE. 1 


WANTED VELDA... FIGMENT OF MY IMAGINATION OR NOT, Т 
LOVED HER... 


І LOOKED AROUND. VELDA WAS GONE. I | 





да 


2. 


AFTER I'D DISINTEGRATED MY AESCUERS,I BLASTED THEIR SH/P 
ТО SMITHEREENS... 











1 SPUN AROUND, VELDA STOOD THERE, HER ARMS 
VELDA . VELDA, COME BACK! X I'M HERE EE 
I LOVE YOU. I DON'T CARE DEAREST 


VELDA! YOU CAN ISN'T THAT 


«РЕАК, now! \нат You WANT, ў 
= - DARLING? 





YES,VELDA. THAT'S WHAT I WANTED! 


THE ALIEN SHIP CROUCHED SILENTLY...SILHOUETTED 
ІМ THE MOONLIGHT... SLENDER, GRACEFUL, METAL 

MONSTER... ANXIOUSLY AWAITING THE MOMENT WHEN IT 
WOULD LEAP WITH A ROAR INTO THE STAR-SPECKLED 
SKY AND BEGIN ITS JOURNEY HOME. AND BELOW THE 
ROCKET-SHIP'S TOWERING FORM, THE ALIEN CREW SAT 
IN SILENCE AROUND THEIR DANCING CAMPFIRE,STUDYING 
‘THE UGLY ONE’. FINALLY, THE ALIEN LEADER SPOKE ... 


THEN YOU ARE 0ЕЯ7А/М7 Y т лм CERTAIN? т 
YOU WANT TO 60 WITH WANT то GO! HERE, 
USf YOU WANT TO LEAVE | т AM HATED, DESPISED, 
THIS PLANET WHERE YOU REPULSED 7 YOU SAY 
WERE SORN AND TRAVEL THAT ON YOUR PLANET, 
ACROSS THE STARS TO т WOULD BE ACCEPTED. 
OUR PLANET...T0 AN WHAT CHOICE HAVE І? 
ALIEN CIVILIZATION WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
THAT YOU НАМЕ WEVER JF YOU, AS A MALE, WERE 


IN MY POSITION ? 


"Wuar IF YOU HAD BEEN CAST OFF BY YOUR 
SOCIETY AS Z HAVE BEEN CAST OFF BY М/МЕ? 
WHAT IF YOUR EARLIEST RECOLLECTIONS WERE OF 
YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR FATHER TURNING THEIR 
FACES AWAY FROM YOUR CRIB AND STIFFLING THE 
FEELINGS OF WAUSEA THAT SWEPT OVER THEM .” 


он, 600, ERIC! WHAT THE DOCTOR 54/2 
DID WE EVER 00..? / SOMETHING ABOUT COSMIC 
RAY MUTATION. BUT... 
BUT 7H/S...CHOKE... 





“Ano WHAT IF YOUR SISTER AND YOUR BROTHER 
CAME TO YOUR CRIB AND LOOKED DOWN AT YOU AND 
LAUGHED AND JEERED...” 
IT'S FUNNY 15 70/5 
LOOKIN’ мама” / OUR BABY 
WHAT /S IT? BROTHER, 


CHILDREN! 
т...50в. 





` WHAT IF THEY COULDN'T EVEN TELL YOUR SEX, AS 

MY SISTER AND BROTHER COULDN'T TELL ANE, 

AND AS YOU DEVELOPED...GREW OUT OF INFANCY. 

THEY CALLED YOU "7HE UGLY ONE”... с 

UGLY ONE | 7 YOU can't Y WHAT /$ IT, 

UGLY ONES CLAF WITH ERIC? AREN'T WELL, I CAN'T < 
05: YOU HUNGRY ДР HELP IT? НЕ..НЕ JUST 

AILLS мү APPETITES 


‘WHEN YOU WERE OLD ENOUGH TO | ‘AND WHEN SCHOOL WAS 0UT, 

GO TO SCHOOL, NO ONE WOULD WHEN THE OTHER KIDS SKIPPED 
S/T NEAR YOU. THEY HAD А SEP-] НОМЕ IN HAPPY LAUGHING GROUPS, 
ARATE DESK PUT INTO YOUR YOU WALKED ALONE...’ 
CLASSROOM, IN BACK, AWAY FROM 


` You LEARNED TO PLAY BY YOURSELF. YOU WERE 
FORGED ТО. YOU'D WATCHED THE OTHER CHILDREN 
LONGINGLY, BUT THEY'D JUST IGNORED YOU...’ 

CMON, PETE! ) WAIT'LL UGLY 

THROW 116 vi ONE’ SCRAMSS. 





‘You SAT BY THE STILL POOLS 
AND YOU GAZED DOWN AT YOUR 
LOATHSOME FACE...” 








AWA) 


‘It SEEMED THAT AS YOU GREW UP, YOU BECAME MORE 
AND MORE REPULSIVE. WHEREVER YOU TURNED, YOU 
WERE REJECTED, YOU HAD NO FRIENDS. YOU KNEW NO 
LOVE. YOU WERE ALONE. THE OTHER BOYS YOUR 
AGE BEGAN ТО GO OUT WITH GIRLS... BUT OF COURSE 
THIS WAS AN IMPOSSIBILITY FOR YOU. МО GIRL 
COULD STOMACH YoU...’ 


UNEXPECTEDLY... AND THERE YOU WERE, TRAPPED, OUT 


IN THE OPEN, ALL OF YOUR H/DEQUSWESS AND 
UGLINESS BARED...' 





“Ано WHEN YOU COULON'T STAND 
IT ANY LONGER , YOU TOOK A ROCK 
AND THREW IT AT YOUR REVOLTING 
REFLECTION AND SPLASHED IT 


‘AND THEN YOU BURIED op FACE 
IN THE SOFT GRASS AND YOU CAVED... 
BECAUSE THE RIPPLES FADED, AND 
THE REFLECTION CAME BACK, AND 
YOU KNEW THAT YOU COULD NEVER 

ІН AWAY THE UGLINESS.” 


‘WHEN THAT WEW G/RL MOVED IN NEXT DOOR, SOME — 
THING HAPPENED ТО YOU, SOMETHING WONDERFUL. 
YOU FELL IN ZOVE FOR THE FIRST TIME. YOU WERE 
SIXTEEN. SHE WAS FIFTEEN. YOU USED TO WAIT FOR 
HOURS, HIDING IN YOUR BACK YARD, WAITING TO CATCH 


‘SHE STOOD THERE, LOOKING АТ Y0U, AND THERE 
WAS МО LOATHING IN HER FACE, МО DISGUST. YOUR 
JOY KNEW NO BOUNDS. THIS GIRL YOU LOVED... THIS 
CREATURE WHO HAD CAPTURED YOUR HEART... SHE 
GOULD TOLERATE YOU..! 


OF COURSE, MILDRED! 
-СНОКЕ...ОР COURSE 4 


‘You WAITED, HAPPILY, YOUR HEART BEATING \ AND THEN, SUDDENLY, YOUR NEW-FOUND WORLD 
WILDLY IN YOUR TWISTED BODY. THIS WAS WHAT EXPLODED WITH MILDRED'S SHRILL SHRIEK OF REVUL- 
YOU'D PRAYED FOR. THIS WAS WHAT YOU'D DREAMED SION AS SHE PUT ON HER GLASSES AND ‘S4W’YOU FOR 
OF. SOMEONE LIKE M//LDRED , WHO COULD SEE THE FIRST TIME..." 
BENEATH YOUR HORRIBLE EXTERIOR, WHO COULD 

SEE THAT YOU WEEDED LOVE AND COULD RETURN 

HER LOVE. YOU WAITED UNTIL SHE CAME BACK 

WITH THE LITTLE CASE IN HER HANDS.’ 


P without THESE, гм 


BLIND AS А BAT. т 
HOPE YOU DON'T AA) 





MILDRED... 


‘AND AS YOU WATCHED HER SCRAM- ‘EVEN YOUR MOTHER HARDLY YOU'LL СОМЕ... 

BLE UP THE STEPS OF HER BACK TOUCHED YOU OR CAME NEAR YOU. TO SEE ME 

PORCH, RETCHING AND SOBBING, WHEN SHE DID, THERE WAS ALWAYS (? сет м < IMPORTANT MEETING 

YOU KNEW THAT YOU WOULD WEVER THAT HARD LOOK IN HER EYES,THAT DIPLOMA? ) OF THE WOMEN'S 

KNOW LOVE... EVER...’ GRIMNESS ON HER FACE, AS IF CLUB TOMORROW, 
SHE WERE STEEL/NG HERSELF 7 IF І CAN MAKE 
FROM SHOWING HER CONTEMPT... /T AFTER... 


TOMORROW'S 
GRADUATION 








“THE NEXT DAY, DURING GRADUATION EXERCISES, YOU ‘AND THAT NIGHT, YOU HID IN THE SHADOWS AND 
WATCHED IN VAIN FOR YOUR MOTHER, BUT SHE WEVER WATCHED THE GRADUATION DANCE. AND YOU W/SHED 
CAME, YOUR NAME WAS CALLED AND YOU STEPPED TO 

THE ROSTRUM TO RECEIVE YOUR DIPLOMA. THERE WAS 

NO APPLAUSE, NO CHEERS FOR YOU, AS THERE HAD 

BEEN FOR YOUR CLASSMATES. ONLY A SHUDDERING 








"SCHOOL DAYS WERE OVER FOR 
YOU. YOU WERE OUT ON YOUR OWN. 
YOU TRIED ТО GET А JOB, BUT...’ 


SORRY £.. CHOKE... 


YOU WENT... 


d 


| 


`You RAN ALL THE WAY. YOU ARRIVED АТ THE 
ADDRESS GASPING FOR BREATH. YOU DASHED INSIDE. 
AND THEN YOU SAW THE SIGN...” 


АА | 
FREAK SHOW 


HIRING OFFICE— 


‘SO YOU RAN . YOU RAN UNTIL YOUR MISSHAPEN LEGS 
COULD CARRY YOU NO FURTHER. AND THEN YOU FELL 
EXHAUSTED, FAR FROM THE LAUGHTER AND THE JEERS, 
FAR FROM THE FACES WITH THE HATRED AND THE REVUL- 


`...You RECEIVED THE SAME LOOKS, 
THE SAME ANSWERS WHEREVER 


87 Үт UNDER- 


NO OPENINGS’ Y 
бА! 
[Í 
E 


`... AND THEN, AN INTERVIEWER. АТ 
ONE PLACE YOU VISITED LIFTED 
YOUR SHATTERED HOPES AND SENT 
THEM SOARING...’ 

т..т KNOW OF N OH, THANK 
SOMEONE WHO CAN ) YOU. THANK 
USE YOU. HERES 
ILL WRITE DOWN 4 


STAND. 


АД 


‘AND SUDDENLY, ALL AROUND YOU IN THAT DESERTED 
OFFICE BUILDING HALLWAY, YOU COULD SEE THEIR FACES... 
AND YOU COULD HEAR THEIR LAUGHTER... THEIR JEERS. 
YOUR MOTHER'S...YOUR FATHER'S... YOUR SISTER'S...YOUR 
BROTHER'S ... MILDRED": THE HUNDREDS OF OTHERS. 


AN ay ү 
"(%) 
а 


9 емі омы 
d 
“Ано AS YOU LAY THERE, TRYING TO FIGURE OUT А 


PAINLESS WAY TO DO AWAY WITH YOURSELF, TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE, YOU SUDDENLY HEARD THE APPROACHING ROAR... 


Oy улу 
ROCKET-SHIP£ 





“AND AS YOU WATCHED, THE ROCKET 
SHIP LANDED AND A PORT OPENED... 


SOMETHING'S: 
COMING OUTS 


THE ALIEN SHIP STOOD SILENTLY, А SLENDER GRACE - 
FUL METAL MONSTER ANXIOUSLY AWAITING THE MOMENT 
WHEN IT WOULD LEAP WITH А ROAR INTO THE STAR~ 
SPECKLED SKY AND BEGIN ITS JOURNEY HOME. AND 
BELOW ITS TOWERING FORM, THE ALIEN CREW SAT IN 
SILENCE AROUND THEIR DANCING CAMPFIRE, LISTENING 
ТО ‘THE UGLY ONE’. THEN THE ALIEN LEADER SPOKE. 


WHEN I WAS YOUNG, І REMEMBER 
MY MOTHER TELLING МЕ A STORY. 
IT WAS CALLED ‘THE UGLY DUCKLING: 
IT WAS ABOUT AN UGLY LITTLE ФИСК- 
| LING WHO WAS HATED AND DESPISED 
BY THE OTHER DUCKLINGS... 


“How WOULD YOU HAVE FELT IF 
THE ALIEN CREATURES THAT 

EMERGED FROM THEIS ROCKET- 
SHIP LOOKED EXACTLY LIKE YOU.’ 


7 


` You WOULD HAVE АШ TO THEM 
AND 57000 BEFORE THEM AND 
CRIED, AS Z CRIED... 


аа 
BES HOG) 
д) Rat 


“THE OTHER DUCKLINGS WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO 
WITH THE UGLY DUCKLING. 


“Вот THE UGLY DUCKLING WAS REALLY WOT A DUGK~ 


LING AT ALL. іт TURNED OUT то ВЕ 4 BEAUTIFUL 
SWAN..." 





THE ALIEN LEADER STOOD UP, 
SMILING DOWN AT ‘THE UGLY ONE’... 
| SO YOU SEE, YOU'RE NOT REALLY 
| UGLY АТ ALL? THE CREATURES 

| OF 70/5 PLANET АНЕ L/KE THE 

| DUCKLINGS, BY THEIR STANDARDS 
[YOU MAY BE UGLY... BUT МЕ EARTH- 
| MEN ARE LIKE THE SWANS. TO US, 
YOU'RE VERY BEAUTIFULS 


‘THE ‘UGLY ONE’ AROSE. SHE STOOD THE LEADER OF THE EARTH SCOUT- 
BATHED IN THE LIGHT FROM THE ING PARTY NODDED... 
DANCING РНЕ. оғ COURSE? NJ L.L sust Чч 
ІМ FACT...YOU'RE THEN YOU COMES JT 5 WANT TO SAY 
THE MOST SEAU- / WILL ТАКЕ МЕ 6000-8УЕ... 
7/ғ//. WOMAN то MY FAMILY! 
WE HAVE EVER THEY'RE 
2 WAITING... 













THE ‘UGLY ONE’ GLIDED ACROSS THE CLEARING TO HER THE SHIP CROUCHED, ROARED, THEN LEAPED INTO 
WAITING FAMILY. THE EARTHMEN WATCHED HER GO,MARVEL- ТНЕ NIGHT SKY AS THE PLANET'S SECOND MOON 
ING АТ HER RADIANT BEAUTY. SHE STOPPED BEFORE THE FOUR МАЗ JUST BEGINNING TO RISE OVER THE HORIZON. 
CREATURES... THE MOTHER... THE РАТНЕ! THE DUCKL/NGS: WATCHED THE NEEDLE-SHAPED 
BROTHER. SHE HELD OUT HER HAND. ROCKET-SHIP CLIMB TOWARD THE STARS,CARRY- 
MY PLACE 15 WITH THEM. Y Y ING THEIR UGLY SWAN-CHILD' то EARTH... 
то THEM, т AM BEAUTIFUL. ) 

I MUST 60. THIS 15...6000-8УЁ. 


